398                  THE BULL CADENT
The clerics fled   for shelter to  the sacrist
chants were cut short, and the Pope's body
entirely abandoned.
But   the   most   scandalous   happening   oc
twenty-four hours later. The Pope's remains w
moved to the Chapel of Santa Maria delle Feb'
six bearers who laughed and jested at the expe
the poor corpse,, which was in case to provol
coarse mirth of the lower classes of an age whic
ting no value upon human life, knew no respe
death.  By virtue of the malady that had killec
of his plethoric habit of body, and of the swel
August heat, the corpse was decomposing rapid
that the face had become almost black and ass
an aspect grotesquely horrible.,  fully describe
Burchard:
"Factus est sicut pannus vel moms nigerr
livoris totus plenus, nasus plenus, os amplissh
lingua duplex in ore, que labia tota impleba
apertum et adeo horribile quod nemo viderit unc
vel esse tale dixerit."
Two carpenters waited in the chapel with the (
which they had brought; but, either through can
ness it had been made too narrow and too shot
else the body, owing to its swollen condition, die
readily fit into this receptacle; whereupon, remc
the mitre, for which there was no room, they repl
it by a piece of old carpet, and set themselves to J
and pound the corpse into the coffin. And this
done "without candle or any light being burne
honour of the dead, and without the presence of
priest or other person to care for the Pope's remai
No explanation of this is forthcoming; it was prob;